
 

Vision Statement     

At Delacombe Primary School 

we are a community of learners 

working in a warm, positive, 

friendly and engaging             

environment where all members 

proudly display the values of: 

Respect 

Responsibility 

Enjoyment 

Consideration 

Integrity 

Personal Best 

in order to produce happy,   

competent, resilient  community 

minded  individuals who are able 

to live productive lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

110-120 Greenhalghs Road, Delacombe   Vic   3356 

PO Box  205R, Redan Vic, 3350 

From The Principal’s Desk 

Newsletter No. 5 

Wednesday 22nd April, 2020 

APRIL  

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Deklan T, Lexi W,  
Zion D, Declan W,  

Reid B, Eli T, Bianca W, 
Harrison B, Oscar O, 
Zachary T, Mylah H,  
Abbie G, Maddix Q,  
Oska D, Sophie Gov,  

Zoe B, Jackson K,  
Bella O’N, Harper M, 

Brody I, Piper H,  
Maddison P, Macklin W, 

Taylor V, Aidan V,  
Miranda W-G, Hollie B, 

Liam C, Claire L 

Delacombe Primary School 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Welcome to a very strange start to 

Term 2.  I would like thank our staff 

for providing a generally smooth 

start to our Remote learning pro-

gram and also congratulate our par-

ents for embracing the Remote learn-

ing program.  We have all learned 

new skills and it has allowed us to 

take a greater role in our child’s 

learning.  I hope that as we continue 

to improve that you feel that your 

child is supported enough to under-

take the tasks under your supervi-

sion.  You will find that our videos 

from our staff will assist in this learn-

ing process. 

 

If you are a parent that is struggling 

to support your child, please contact 

the school and we can book you in 

for some parent support programs.  

The important thing is not to stress 

about what your child is not doing 

but celebrate and praise them on  

getting through the smallest of tasks.  

It is the old analogy of the tortoise 

that won the race and not the hare.    

  

ANZAC DAY CEREMONY  

On Friday 24
th
 April our school  

captains will have organized an 

ANAZAC ceremony that will be set 

for 2.30pm.  We are asking students 

and parents to play this at either this 

time or a time that suits and pay our 

respects to our fallen  soldiers.  

 

GRADE 4 CAMP CAVE HILL CREEK  

We have postponed the Grade  

3/4 Camp to November.  They could 

only accommodate enough for 

Grade 4’s.  Our Grade 3 students will 

get their opportunity in 2021. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

AWARD 

Beginning next week our teachers 

will look for students that they 

believe have earned a student of 

the week award.  It will be based 

around what they have seen 

from students in regards to  

remote learning.   

This leads into our next step as a 

school. The students will now 

have their own Compass login.  

This allows them to upload work 

and receive feedback from the 

teacher.  Students in Grade 5-6 

are already able to do this with 

their classroom teacher in Google 

classroom. 

 

Below is a link to a video on 

how this works.   

https://youtu.be/

ND5AVwGO_ws 

We hope that this will become 

standard practice by the start of 

next week.    

 

P-2 PLAYGROUND  

While the students have been  

absent, we have managed to  

upgrade a number of things 

around the school.  We have  

engaged in some exterior  

painting and our synthetic pitch 

and playground makeover is 

about to be completed.    

 

I have attached some pictures of 

the updates. 

 

 
 

 

Cont. page 2 

https://youtu.be/ND5AVwGO_ws
https://youtu.be/ND5AVwGO_ws


Cont. from Principal’s Desk 

COVID-19 DOCUMENTATION 

 

We have quite a large amount of information being sent out.   As a result we have started to  

collate the documentation on Compass.  The school documentation tab under the two people 

icon (Community) is where you will find videos and information. 

 

Have a great week! 

Scott and Marnie 
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Professional Learning Community 1  (Grade 1 ) 

Professional Learning Community Foundation  (Preps) 

Firstly, the PLC 1 team would like to say a huge thankyou to all parents and carers for supporting your 
child’s transition into remote learning over the past week.  We’re absolutely delighted that majority of 
PLC 1 students are able to access compass for daily tasks and use Webex to take part in one-on-one 
meetings with their classroom teacher.  We’ve been equally as proud of the quality of work that we have 
been receiving from our gifted students over the past week.  
 
For those that may not have had the opportunity to download Webex, this can be done by visiting 
www.webex.com.au and selecting the free download.  Each classroom teacher will send their own  
classroom code to you all on a weekly basis via compass. 
 
If you have any queries, no matter how big or small, please email your classroom teacher anytime via  
direct email or through compass. 
 
Thanks again for all of your support and we look forward to working with you all in achieving positive 
learning outcomes for our students. 

WOW!  What a first week of term!  We have been absolutely blown away with the effort put in by  
students and grown ups over the last week as we begin learning from home.  There has been so much 
to learn and we really appreciate everyone having such a red hot go at it.  During this tricky time it is 
great to see everyone being so positive and working together to make this transition run as smoothly as 
possible. 
 
We missed all of the students so much over the school holidays so it was fantastic to see so many  
smiling faces last week, mostly via Webex in the safety and comfort of their own homes.  We got to 
hear all about everyone’s Easter and school holiday adventures, see all of our exciting new make shift 
classrooms/work spaces and even got to meet some pets!  
 
This week marks the start of our second week learning from home and we have lots of catch ups and 
learning in store.  In Literacy we are learning the letter ‘Zz’ and ‘Uu’ and in Numeracy we are learning 
the days of the week.    
Have a fantastic week!  

Professional Learning Community 2 (Grade 2 )  

Welcome back to a strange term 2!  We hope you enjoyed some family time at home and plenty of  
chocolate from the Easter bunny! 
 
Thank you to our amazing parents and students who have been able to access the learning tasks on  
Compass and video conference using Webex.  It has been wonderful to catch up with all families and we 
thank you for all your work you are doing at home to support your child’s learning.  
 
We love hearing about the life skills that students are gaining including cooking, gardening, vacuuming, 
washing.  Our students will be highly domesticated.   
 
Please remember to use EPIC and fill in your reading diaries every night.  It would be fantastic if students 
could write their own summary of the book or chapter that they read. 
 
Once again, thank you for your support and take care. 

http://www.webex.com.au


Professional Learning Community 3 –4 (Grades 3 & 4) 

Welcome back students and families to a very different start to Term 2!  Firstly, all grade 3/4 teachers 
want to congratulate their students and parents for being so positive, resilient and patient while we are 
all (teacher’s included) learning how to navigate ourselves in this new environment of remote learning.  
Secondly, we were also so impressed with how enthusiastic the students seem to be with the daily  
learning tasks.  
 
As a school, last week’s goal was to connect to as many students and families via Webex or Zoom and it 
see if students were able to successfully access the learning tasks.  This week’s goal is to learn how to  
upload work onto Compass and pass that information to families so that students can begin to have 
some their work assessed by their teachers. 
 
Some teachers have also been experimenting with making Youtube videos to assist the learning. 
 
Thank you all for your patience and remember if you have any questions to please email your child’s 
teacher through Compass.  
 
Have a great week 2 and ‘see’ you all soon! 

Professional Learning Community 5-6  (Grades 5 & 6) 

What a journey this new teaching and learning style is for everyone!  The PLC 5/6 teachers are so proud of 
all of the students over the last week for their patience towards getting online and learning using our 
platform of Google Classroom.  
 
We are incredibly lucky to previously have introduced Google classroom to our students prior to all of this 
craziness, as students are all completing tasks, uploading work samples and receiving feedback from 
teachers just 4 days into which is fantastic.  
 
In Reading this week students are working on expanding their vocabulary using a poem titled ‘The Night 
Sky’.  Students are required to use a template and fill in a student friendly definition, synonyms and  
antonyms (words that mean the same or opposite thing) to their chosen word.  
 
In Writing students are using their pre writing strategies and sentences from last week to write a  
description about a “Starry Night”. It’s been wonderful to have students still putting in as much effort to 
their writing as they would if we were all at school in the classroom.  
 
For Numeracy students are practising addition strategies for large numbers.  Students are using a number 
line and partitioning to help them solve number problems that they create themselves by using a virtual 
dice.  
 
Have a wonderful week everyone! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hi everyone!  We hope that you are enjoying your time working on your Digi Tech tasks.  
 
The Digi Tech teachers all have young children and work on different days.  If you need a question  
answered, you can email the teacher who is working on that day.  If you would like to contact your own 
teacher directly, you can email them and they will respond when they are working.  
 
Mrs Curran (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday)    curran.alexandra.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Mrs Wall (Thursday, Friday)     hateley.lucinda.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Kyra (Friday)     miller.kyra.t@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
If you have any questions or would like to say hi in person (we’d love to see you!), our availability for an 
online check in is below. The links to our sessions will be in the learning tasks each week J  
 
Monday 2pm – 2:30pm Mrs Curran 
Tuesday 2pm – 2:30pm Mrs Curran 
Wednesday 2pm – 2:30pm Mrs Curran 
Thursday 2pm – 2:30pm Mrs Wall 
Friday 2pm – 2:30pm Mrs Wall  
 
Kyra is at DPS on Fridays and can answer questions in person for those students attending school. 
 
We have enjoyed looking at the work that has been uploaded to Compass.  For those students working on 
code.org, we can see your progress in the teacher view of your account, so don’t worry if you haven’t  
uploaded anything. 
 
We look forward to seeing your amazing work, and checking in with you soon! 
 
Mrs Curran, Mrs Wall & Kyra 

mailto:curran.alexandra.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:hateley.lucinda.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:miller.kyra.t@edumail.vic.gov.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A warm and heartfelt welcome back to Term 2! 
 
It’s not every day, that you are able to be a part of making history, and whilst we are all facing many 
different challenges, as a result of COVID-19, we will, in time, look back and marvel at our courage, our 
resilience and our ability to just keep going.  We will tell future generations about this time… 
 
This term, students will be provided with the opportunity and support to develop their drawing and  
artistic presentation skills.  We do not expect you to all have your very own version of Officeworks at 
home and will provide meaningful learning tasks, that require basic materials. 
 
If you have budding artists at home, are looking for ways to minimise screen time, or perhaps, yourself 
are needing a form of release, art might just be the answer you are looking for… 
 
Art Therapy 
Art therapy is a form of therapy that encourages creativity and self-expression as vehicles to reduce 
stress and improve self-esteem.  
You do not have to be a proclaimed artist to enjoy the benefits of art therapy.  In fact, most of the  
exercises rely not on the final product you create but on the creative process itself.  
 
The following suggestions are simple ways to explore your inner creative voice while turning off the nega-
tive influences that can pop up during these unprecedented times. They may not all work for you, but 
hopefully one or more of the following techniques will serve as the artistic equivalent of a long, hot 
bath…and remember, Art can never, ever be wrong!!! 
 Draw or paint your emotions; simply focus on putting down on paper how you are feeling…there is 

no wrong or right here! 
 Create a colour wheel using objects from in and around your home 
 Use line art; whilst it is one of the simplest and most basic forms of art, it can actually contain a lot 

of emotion. Use simple line art to demonstrate visually how you are feeling 
 Draw your heart; draw your feelings in a heart formation 
 Construct a face using empty cardboard packaging and use textas to add colour and detail 

 Construct a robot with empty boxes, packing and items from around the home 
 Take a photograph every day; it can be of anything; our incredible Ballarat Autumn’s are a thing of 

beauty which you can capture 
 Mindfulness colouring; whether your trace an image off a screen and fill it with colour, or go down 

the free draw route, losing yourself in a piece of art can be like chicken soup for the soul. 
 
Take care everyone, 
 
Mrs. S 

http://www.arttherapy.org/aata-aboutus.html#whatisarttherapy


 
 
 
 
 

ANZAC Day Commemorative Art Idea 
 

If you find yourself at a loose end, or are wanting to somehow commemorate the sacrifices our service 
men and women have made, here is an easy art activity, which the whole family can join in. 
 
All you need is: 
1) 3L or 2L plastic milk carton 
2) Stanley Knife, kitchen knife or scissors to cut the top of the milk carton of 
3) Red, Green & Black permanent textas 
4) Tea light candle or a small torch 
5) Sand, dirt or another material to weigh the carton down 

 
Steps to create: 
1) Remove any labels from your carton and then wash and dry it 
2) Carefully cut the top of your carton off 
3) Draw your Poppies and green stems on the wide sides of your carton; don’t forget the black        

centres! 
4) If you would like to write a tribute on the narrow side, you can do so; perhaps you might like to    

remember a family member who was a member of the armed forces or served in a medical capacity 
5) Place your sand/dirt or weight in the bottom of the carton, along with the tea light candle 
6) Light your candle and place it at the end of your driveway for either the 6am dawn service, or the 

11am service  
 

Good luck!  
Mrs. S 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Look at the amazing tessellation patterns we have been doing at home. 
Thank you to the students and families for all there hard work. 

 
Well done! 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to all those participants for Term 1.  A record of participation has been presented below, 
where the sizes of names reflects the number of laps completed (i.e. the larger the name, the greater the 
number of laps completed).  A great effort by all those represented!  
 

PLC - Foundation , 1 & 2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLC 3 &4  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

PLC 5 & 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Despite school being a little different for Term 2, we hope everyone can keep active at home.  This could 
be through going for a walk and jog around the block or your backyard, riding your bike or scooter,  
dancing to some of your favourite music, setting a physical challenge for yourself or against a family 
member.  Try to get everyone involved.  If you are struggling for ideas, here are a couple of links to start: 
 
P.E. with Joe (fitness circuit) https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBvQafyve889qVcPxYEjdSTl 

 
Just Dance https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChIjW4BWKLqpojTrS_tX0mg 
 
Batman Workout https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8dLNbAcMqzc&list=PLvuT1Bjs2VSF0Yqahj8VAKBwyYFnLJIDa&index=2&t=0s 

 
Zumba Kids https://family.gonoodle.com/channels/zumba-kids 
 
Let us know how you go.  Would love to hear from you! 
 
Mrs O’Brien & Mr Storey 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBvQafyve889qVcPxYEjdSTl
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChIjW4BWKLqpojTrS_tX0mg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dLNbAcMqzc&list=PLvuT1Bjs2VSF0Yqahj8VAKBwyYFnLJIDa&index=2&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dLNbAcMqzc&list=PLvuT1Bjs2VSF0Yqahj8VAKBwyYFnLJIDa&index=2&t=0s
https://family.gonoodle.com/channels/zumba-kids


Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
We are all facing  uncertain times and the potential for your children to be dealing with anxiety around 
the current medical pandemic, we wanted to outline how the School Chaplain may be of assistance. 
While the Chaplain may not be able to physically catch up with students engaging in Remote Learning 
during this time, there are a number of measures we can take to continue to offer support and guidance.  
 
We would encourage all parents/carers to access the up to date information from the school on  
Compass.  Whilst engaging in Remote Learning, you may notice that your child/children are displaying 
signs of Irritability, uncharacteristic temper tantrums, being overly clingy, or withdrawing. Maintaining a 
regular routine will be especially important during this time of uncertainty, and engaging in fun family 
activities in the home will provide a positive atmosphere for communication.  
 
If you see indicators that your child/children are finding social distancing and Remote Learning impacting 
on their wellbeing, the Chaplain can be contacted by email at winter.jesse.p@edumail.vic.gov.au. Jesse, 
the Chaplain, will then contact you by email or phone to discuss ways we might be able to offer support 
to your child. With the current restrictions this will be limited to support over the telephone, email, and 
potentially over video conferencing. The most suitable option will be discussed with the parent.  
 
For Emergency Mental Health Care please engage with suitable services such as: 
Youth Beyond Blue: 1300 224 636 
Kids Helpline: 1800 551 800 
Lifeline: 13 11 14 
eheadspace online chat support https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/  
 
Useful websites  
www.healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au  
www.healthdirect.gov.au/kids-mental-health  
 
 
Kind regards, 
Jesse Winter – School Chaplain on behalf of the Delacombe Wellbeing Team 

 

mailto:winter.jesse.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

















