
 
 

 
 

 

Vision Statement     

At Delacombe Primary School 

we are a community of learners 

working in a warm, positive, 

friendly and engaging             

environment where all members 

proudly display the values of: 

Respect 

Responsibility 

Enjoyment 

Consideration 

Integrity 

Personal Best 

in order to produce happy,   

competent, resilient  community 

minded  individuals who are able 

to live productive lives. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

110-120 Greenhalghs Road, Delacombe   Vic   3356 

PO Box  205R, Redan Vic, 3350 

From The Principal’s Desk 

Newsletter No. 17 

Wednesday 23rd October, 2019 

        Kinder transition day is on Thursday  

 24th October at 2,20pm –   

 3.20pm.  Parents will drop off their 

 children at Prep B and Prep C 

 rooms and return in an hour.   

 On Thursday 7th November we 

will be holding a Curriculum Day 

(student free).  We will be listening 

to Glenn Pearsall who will be 

providing information on student 

feedback, questioning and creating 

better student voice in the 

classroom. 

Classes for 2020 

It is getting to that time where we will 

start to place students in grades for 2020.   

In 2020 we alter our classroom structures 

slightly.  We have currently 19 classrooms 

planned in the following way :  

Prep x 3  

Grade 1 x3  

Grade 2 x 3  

Grade 3-4 x5 

Grade 5-6 x5 

One of the differences for next year is 

that we have the ability to move to 

straight grades in Grade 1 and Grade 2.  

This has evolved from having numbers of 

60 at each level and allowing 3 even 

grades of 20 students. 

Our teachers place students in classrooms 

where they feel they will work best.  

There are range of processes they 

consider from academic to social to 

balance a class.  If you feel strongly that 

your child will not work productively 

with another student, we would require 

this request in writing before November 

6th.  We all want the best for our 

students and provide the best education 

possible. 

 

Have a great week 

Scott and Mark 

OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
Dylan R, Oliver P, Karl F, 

Hannah B, Abbey H, Skylar 

A, Gypsy V, Maya J, Blake 

G, Ariel R, Cayden A, Dea-

kin F, Ilyssa AT, Benjamin 

H, Lincoln R, Caleb G, Max 

K, Evan KD, Kayden J, Dee-

gan B, Charlotte R, 

Matthew R, Rebekah C, 

Isabelle C, David N, Caitlin 

K, Dilav K, Tayla W,  Brax-

ton M, Cianna C, Willow 

H, Frankie W, Ryder R, 

Rory H, Alister R, Daniel H, 

Ruby S, Ella B, Connor Mc, 

Amber C, Ava H, Chad H, 

Simone TB, Gabriella O, 

Annabelle H, Jai W, Shyan 

H, Mia RG, Brock A 

Delacombe Primary School 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Our writing has kicked into gear in 

our classrooms and the weather is 

following along with it.  Our      

Writer’s Festival has been advertised  

and we hope that you can attend 

this event to help us celebrate    

writing across the school.  It will      

commence with an assembly on  

Friday 1st November at 9.00am and 

run for about 30 minutes.  There are 

three main categories that students 

are acknowledge in: 

1. Encouragement award 

(Improvement over drafts, 

Evidence of improvement, 

Grammar punctuation editing, 

Attitude to writing, Reluctant 

to engaged writer 

2. Most outstanding (Structure, 

Language features,         

Presentation, Content,       

Engaging story line, Awareness 

of audience) 

3. Best presentation 

(Handwriting, Graphs /      

diagrams, Text features,     

Layout, Overall effort 

This will mean there will be 21   

winners (7 grades and 3 categories) 

to award at assembly.  While it is 

nice to recognize the award winners  

it is important to celebrate the   

writing of all students. 

We anticipate that it will finish by 

about 9.30am.  Parents and special 

guests will then have the             

opportunity to wander the hallways 

to read the stories.  There will be a 

scavenger hunt to fill out, which  

requires parents to read various   

stories.  At 10.30am  a morning tea 

will occur in the kitchen and be 

completed by 11.00am.  We would 

love to see you there!     

Important events coming up: 

Here are a few events to keep in 

mind: 



 

From The Principal’s Desk 

Student leadership timeline 

We have begun the process for our student leaders for 2020.    Transition 
to           leadership sessions have been held with the Grade 5 students and 
the timeline set. 

 

Week 3 – Opening of applications 

Week 4 - Submission of applications by Friday 1st November  

Week 5 – School Captain speeches at assembly on Weds 6th November 

Week 6 – Student leader interviews – Monday 11th November  

(Mr Costanzo, Mr Phillips and School Captains 2019) 

 

Week 6 – House Captain speeches to houses – Wednesday 13th  November 

Week 9 – Transfer of Leadership assembly – Wednesday 4th December  

After recently shifting into the Assistant Principal role I have found myself really enjoying working with  
students and families under the lens of wellbeing. I encourage families to be in touch with me as we head 
further into Term 4 if they have concerns about transitioning into next year, changes in their families that 
could be impacting on their children as well as how their child is faring in and out of the classroom. Don’t 
hesitate to come and see me in the yard if you prefer something less formal. 

We have had a busy start to Term 4 from a wellbeing perspective. We’ve had Tim Powell from Values for 
Life come and present two shows for us during the first week. The key messages delivered focused on      
resilience and were similar to what we have heard before in Bounce Back. Some of these messages            
included; 

 One event isn’t going to ruin everything so bounce back 
 How big is the problem? Is it an ant or an elephant problem. What is a reaction that would match the 

scale of the problem? 
 Consider all the positives we have in our lives rather than focusing on the negatives. 

Overall, Tim presented a fast paced and engaging show and this week in our Bounce Back timeslots       
teachers are following on from the show to go a little deeper with discussions surrounding the key            
messages. 

There are some students from 1/2 and 3/4 who have been selected to take part in the Cool Heads program. 
This is a new program which is being delivered, on Mondays, by an external provider, however, he is     
training Miss Mangos and Jesse and next year they will be able to deliver the program at our school. As you 
can guess from the name, Cool Heads is about helping students learn about their mind, body and emotions 
so they can then learn about self-awareness, empathy for others as well as emotional self-regulation. 

A group of Grade 5 boys have also just started with a wellbeing program titled ‘The Art of Martial Arts’. This 
is an 8 session workshop that covers themes such as self-regulation, learning form past experiences and 
building on from them and friendships. These boys will attend these sessions on Friday mornings. 

Just a reminder that as we get further into Term 4 and it gets busier, hotter and we all get more tired, we 
will find ourselves in challenging situations. These may be in the yard, frustrations with your teacher, 
friendships could be tested or you may be nervous about your class and teacher for 2020. Encourage your 
children to voice these concerns when they arise so they can be addressed either at home, school or in both 
places. 

Acting Assistant Principal 

Mark Costanzo 



Professional Learning Team 1  (Grades 1 & 2) 

Professional Learning Team Foundation  (Preps) 

It has been full steam ahead ! 

In kitchen we have been cooking up a storm with some Scottish themed food!  We were able to sample 
haggis, neeps and tatties, tattie scone, black pudding, skirlie and Scotch Broth. It has been a wonderful 
and eye opening experience. Miss McCutcheon said it brought back beautiful memories of her family and 
home in Scotland.  

In Reading we have been practising the skill of skimming and scanning and locating information within a 
given text. This is a tricky skill but one which we are getting better at every day.  

In Writing we have put a huge amount of effort into our writing pieces for Writers’ Festival. Filling our 
writing with outstanding vocabulary and clever use of figurative language. This week we will be  

publishing our work and ensuring we are using our best handwriting.  

In numeracy we have been focusing on place value and are going on to look at money. We will focus on 
recognising, ordering and counting money accurately and efficiently.  

Grade 2 have received a letter regarding a 2020 school camp. If you would like to discuss a payment plan 
for this please contact Tania or Danielle in the office.  

We have been busy little bees in Prep! 
 

With Writers’ Festival only a week away we have been busily working on our pieces using our very 
nearest handwriting and our best figurative language strategies. We have also been working on some 
of the props and decorations for the corridors! 
 

We took a visit to Woolies last week to see the inner workings of a supermarket and were delighted to 
enjoy a scrumptious piece of watermelon.  
 

Numeracy has seen us skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s and noticing different patterns.  
 

The year is quickly coming to an end but there is still so much to do! After Writers’ Fest we begin our 
end of year assessments and then following those we start our swimming program (keep an eye out for 
notes In a few weeks).  
 
As the weather warms up please ensure jumpers are named and that drink bottles contain water . 



Professional Learning Team 2 (Grades 3 & 4) 

Well it’s been a fantastic start to term 4 with our students really hitting the ground running in the first 

two weeks. On Thursday evening of week 1, students had the opportunity to celebrate their learning by 

inviting parents, guardians and special persons to this much anticipated event and presenting their finest 

pieces of work for the year. It was especially pleasing to see the amount of work that was put into the 

presentations as well as the proud looks on students and parents faces throughout the evening. A huge 

thankyou to all who attended, and for those who couldn’t, we hope to see you at next year’s learning  

celebration. 

On Friday of week 1, the students headed off to Scienceworks in Melbourne where they explored and 

put their scientific brains to the test by participating in and discovering a range of new scientific concepts 

and learning about the Earth, Sun and Moon as well as other planets and stars found in our solar system. 

The kids had an awesome time and we look forward to the students continuing to build upon their 

knowledge in our current science unit. 

The Writers’ Festival is rapidly drawing near and our clever authors have been working extremely hard on 

planning, writing and publishing their descriptions titled ‘The Magic Carpet Ride’ which also ties in with 

our Disney theme of “Aladdin’. We can’t wait to see the finished products throughout the school  

corridors as well as the big Writers’ Festival celebration from 9-10.30am. We hope to see lots of parents, 

carers and special persons help celebrate this momentous occasion. 

Professional Learning Team 3 (Grades 5 & 6) 

To start on a positive, it has been great to see the attendance from all classrooms lifting significantly. 

It has been so lovely to see everyone here and finally being able to soak in some sunshine which is lifting 
the spirits of the students.  

The last two weeks in reading we have been focussing on expanding our vocabulary, we have been     
reading an excerpt from the book 'Wonder', which we highly recommend reading. The focus has been on 
finding modal words so that we are able to use them in our writing. We have started our Writer's Festival 
piece and we are all excited to be writing a description. The language and figurative language that the  
students never ceases to amaze me and we look forward to getting to read the work from the other PLTs 
and seeing all the parents and friends come along to celebrate our wonderful writer's next week at       
assembly.  

In Numeracy, we have continued to investigate mass, volume and surface area. We have been doing an 
investigation on the surface area of animals and trying figure out which animal would survive in the cold 
based on their surface area.  

Please ensure that all hats have names and that students are bringing drink bottles to school. 

Have a lovely week. 



Last week our 

Preps went on 

an excursion to 

Woolworths 



Congratulations to our students who  

competed in the regional Athletics at  

Llanberris on Friday 11th September. We 

had two students who placed and will now be 

going onto the State Finals.  

Congratulations to  

Olivia H (2nd Place in 1500m) and  

Sophie B (1st place in Discus) 

Last week our students had to the opportunity to 

listen to a wellbeing session presented by Tim 
from Values for Life. 



 

  



Act  of Kindness 
Award To 

Delacombe Primary School 

Xander was really helpful by supporting and leading students out of the way of the 
way when a student was having significant challenges and was disruptive in the 

classroom. He took a fellow classmate off to the Reading Corner and read a book 
with him to keep him distracted. It was very helpful! 

Great job Xander helping your teacher look after the class. Keep showing  

Leadership and making DPS a great school! 

 

 

 Scott Phillips - Principal 

       and 

       Jesse Winter — School Chaplain 

Xander T 





Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3 
  

21 

  
22 

  
23 
  

24 Kinder 
Transition 
Session 2.20-
3.20 
 

25 
Young Authors’  
Celebration 
  
 

4 
  
 

28 
 

29 Kinder 
Transition 
Session 2.20-
3.20 

  

30 
  

31 PLT 1  1 

Writers’ Festival 
9-10.30 

5 

November 
  
 

4  5  6 Assembly 7 Student 
Free Day 
 

8 

Ballarat Show 

6 
  
  
  

11 
 

12 STAFF 

Kinder Transi-
tion Session 
2.20-3.20 
 

13   
  

14 

Book Fair- 
Buy 1 Get 1 
Free 

15 

Book Fair- Buy 1 
Get 1 Free 

7 
  
 

18 

  
19  20  21 Energy 

Breakthrough 
Kinder Transi-
tion Session 2.20
-3.20 

22  Energy Break-
through 

8 
 

25 Prep/1/2 

Swimming starts 
 

26 
 

27  28 
 

29 
 

9 

December 
 

2   3  4   5  6 

  
  

10 
  
  

9   10 Orienta-
tion Day 
Preps 9-12.30 

& Grade 6 

  

11 
 

12 
 

13  

11 
  

16 

Orientation Gr1
-6 2019 

11.30am - 
12.30pm 

  

17 
 

18  

Graduation 
booked 1pm-
9pm 

19 Picnic day 
Final assembly 

Gr 6 
walkthrough 

Last day for 
students 

20 
  

PUPIL FREE DAY 

 

Our first transition day for 2020 preps is on Thursday 24th October at           
2.20-3.20. Parents can drop off their children at the Prep B and Prep C rooms 
and return in an hour to collect them. 



*** Kitchen 

***Garden 

 
 

 

Term 4 

7/10/19 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3 
Beginning 
21/10/19 

21 
1/2A 11:20 

22 Prep A/B 
8:50 – 9:55 
 5/6C 11:20 

23 5/6B 8:50 24 3/4D 8:50 
   5/6D 11:20 

25 5/6A 8:50 

  
5/6B 2:15 

1/2B 9:50 
3/4A 2:15 

3/4E 12:25 5/6A 12:25 
5/6C 2:15 

No Garden Clas-
ses 

4 
Beginning 
28/10/19 
  

28 
1/2E 11:20 

29 Prep C/D 
8:50 – 9:55 
1/2D 11:20 

30 3/4C 8:50 31 3/4B 8:55 
   3/4E 11:20 

1 3/4A 8:50 

  
5/6D 2:15 

1/2C 9:50 
3/4D 2:15 

3/4B 12:25 1/2A 12:25 
3/4C 2:15 

No Garden Clas-
ses 

5 
Beginning 
4/11/19 
  

4 
1/2B 11:20 

5 Prep A/B 
8:50 – 9:55 
 5/6C 11:50 

6 5/6B 8:50 7 
  

8 

  
5/6B 2:15 

1/2D 9:50 
3/4A 2:15 

3/4E 12:25     

6 
Beginning 
11/11/19 

11 
1/2F 11:20 

12 Prep C/D 
8:50 – 9:55 
1/2C 11:20 

13 3/4C 8:50 14 3/4B 8:50 
     3/4E 11:20 

15 3/4A 8:50 

  
5/6D 2:15 

1/2E 9:50 
3/4D 2:15 

3/4B 12:25 1/2F 12:25 
3/4C 2:15 

No Garden Clas-
ses 

7 
Beginning 
18/11/19 

18 
1/2A 11:20 

19 Prep A/B 
8:50 – 9:55 
5/6C 11:20 

20 5/6B 8:50 21 3/4D 8:50 
      5/6D 11:20 

22  5/6A 8:50 

  
5/6B 2:15 

1/2B 9:50 
3/4A 2:15 

3/4E 12:25 5/6A 
5/6C 

No Garden Clas-
ses 

8 
Beginning 
25/11/19 
  

25 
1/2E 11:20 

26 Prep C/D 
8:50 – 9:55 
 1/2D 11:20 

27 3/4C 8:50 28 3/4B 8:50 
     3/4E 11:20 

29 3/4A 8:50 

  
5/6D 2:15 

1/2C 9:50 
3/4D 2:15 

3/4B 12:25 1/2A 12:25 
3/4C 2:15 

No Garden Clas-
ses 

9 
Beginning 
2/12/19 
  

2 
1/2B 11:20 

3 Prep A/B 
8:50 – 9:55 
5/6C 11:20 

4 5/6B 8:50 5 3/4D 8:50 
5/6D  11:20 

6 5/6A 8:50 

  
5/6B 2:15 

1/2D 9:50 
3/4A 2:15 

3/4E 12:25 5/6A 12:25 
5/6C 2:15 

No Garden Clas-
ses 

10 
Beginning 
9/12/19 

9 
1/2F 11:20 

10 3/4D 8:50 
   1/2D 11:20 

11 5/6D 8:50 12  3/4B 8:50 
       3/4E 11:20 

13 Morning Tea 

  
5/6D 2:15 

1/2E 9:50 
3/4D 2:15 

3/4B 12:25 1/2F 12:25 
3/4C 2:15 

No Garden Clas-
ses 

11 
Beginning 16/12/19 
  

16 
No Classes 

17 
No Classes 

18 No Classes 19 
No Classes 

20 No Classes 



28th October— Off-site evacuation drill at 1.20pm  

(This will take place at our evacuation point behind the Doug Dean Stadium) 

1st November- Writers’ Festival, 9-10.30am 

7th November– Curriculum Day, Pupil Free Day 

21st-22nd November— Energy Breakthrough  

24th November– Kinder Transition day 2.20-3.20 

18th December -Grade 6 Graduation 

19th December -  School Picnic at Kirks Reservoir 

      - LAST DAY OF TERM 4 

20th December - PUPIL FREE DAY 

 

Thursday 14th November 3:30pm - 4:00pm 

Friday15th November 8:15am - 8:50am & 3:30pm - 4:00pm 



 

 



Delacombe Primary School have become aligned with the SunSmart advice of 

wearing hats  when the  UV rating is above 3. Children will be notified  daily 

whether their hats are required to be worn .   

Students will still be required to wear their hats everyday during Term 1 and 4. 

Please ensure your child’s hat is named and is at school at all times. 





 

We have a number of vacancies for volunteers in our SAKG Program, across all year levels,  
particularly Grades 1 & 2.  
 
If you are able to help out in a kitchen or garden class, please call by the PE office (next to the 
library) and chat to Mrs O’Brien (Monday/Tuesday) or leave your contact details at the front 
office.  You will need a Working with Children Check (Volunteer Card – free) which is available 
online before you are able to participate in any class as a volunteer.  

http://www.kitchengardenfoundation.org.au/index.php



















